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In this Webinar we will look at… 

• characteristics of CLIL 

• where is CLIL happening today 

• advantages and benefits of using CLIL in the Primary 

classroom 

• how a CLIL lesson can be a 3 in 1 time-saver 

• practical English lesson ideas using the science, 

maths, IT and geography 

 



Content and Language Integrated Learning 
 

Other names 
 

Content Based Instruction 
English Across the Curriculum 

Bilingual Education 

CLIL  
 



CLIL 

DAVID MARSH 

‘CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are 

taught through a foreign language with dual focused aims, 

namely the learning of content and the simultaneous learning of 

a foreign language’ 



Characteristics of CLIL 
• Subjects (maths, art, history music etc) are taught and learnt 

in a language that is not the mother tongue 

• Students use the L2 as a vehicle to develop knowledge about a 

subject 

• At the same time, they develop their linguistic ability in the L2 

• There is not a focus on teaching/learning grammar and 

structures 



Characteristics of CLIL 
• Fluency is more important than accuracy and errors are  

treated as a part of language learning 

• Reading becomes an essential skill and texts an essential 

resource 

• A more natural way to develop language ability 

• Corresponds to how we originally learn our first language 



Where is CLIL happening today? 

• ESL situations – America, Canada 

• Bilingual situations – Spain, Wales 

• EFL situations – many European countries 

• Italy – schools offering ‘alternative’ bilingual curricula, even at 

Primary level 



• Content driven 

• Acquisition of knowledge 

• Teacher totally competent in L2 AND subject  

• Teacher training needed 

• Entire school dedicated to implementation 

• Extra hours of work 

• Time consuming lesson preparation 

 

 

 

In bilingual schools and ESL situations 



Don’t panic! 
CLIL doesn’t have to be so 

complicated! 



CLIL is a very broad term 

ANY 

 learning situation in which there is an integration of content and a foreign 

language can be considered an example of CLIL 

 

Many possible types of CLIL 

 

“Method with many faces” 

Snow (1991) 

 



 We prefer a ‘Soft’ form of CLIL 

• Used by English teacher alone 

• In parallel to content covered in other subjects  

• Or just as extra material for English lesson 

• Emphasis  on language learning objectives 

• Content is tool for  practice and acquisition 

• Lessons follow ‘theme’ - school subject or even festivities and 

culture 



We prefer a ‘Soft’ form of CLIL 

 

• Alternative to or complement to course book 

• Teacher doesn’t have to be an expert on subject 

• Teacher doesn’t have to have bilingual level of English 

• No more preparation than normal English lesson 

• Good for  Italian Primary English classroom 



Benefits of a CLIL style lesson 

• Exposure to target language 

•  Increases motivation 

• Builds confidence  

• Authentic communication 

• Less focus on grammar and structures 

• Students learn more and learn faster 

• School subjects  not compartmentalized 

 

 

 



Benefits of a CLIL style lesson 

• Involves task- based learning and project work 

• Contributes to social and psychological development  

• Over all cognitivie skills challenged and developed 

• Extracting relevant information from sources, such as, texts, 

internet, tables and graphs 

• ‘Competenze’  are developed during CLIL style English lesson 



3 in 1  
Time Saver 

 
 

All in one lesson 

Develop a foreign/second language 

 Develop subject knowledge  

Develop general ‘competenze’ 

 



CLIL style lesson ideas and activities  

Areas of  

science, maths, IT and geography 

 

 particularly suitable the development of language on 

the Primary English Curriculum  

 
 

 

 
 



Lesson Plans 

language  practised 

content  learnt  

‘competenze’  developed 

  
 



Maths 

NUMBERS 

SHAPES 

SIMPLE CALCULATIONS 



Primary Teaching Files 1-2-3 



Primary Teaching Files 1-2-3 



Our Discovery Island  

Level 3 



CLIL maths lesson Year 3 

 Content: Creating riddles or a problem to be solved using 

addition and subtraction 

 Language input: Vocabulary: plus, minus, equals, animals, legs. 

Simple sentences and questions with present simple 

  

 ‘Competenze’ developed: ‘le sue conoscenze matematiche e 

scientifico-technologiche gli consentono di analizzare dati e fatti 

della realtà e di verificare l’attendibilità delle analisi quantitative  

proposte da altri’. 

 



Science 

 LIFE CYCLES  

insects 

animals 

flowers 

trees 



Our Discovery 

Island 

Level 3 



Put  the sentences in order 
a) The tree grows flowers 

b) Then the seed grows into a seedling 

c) First you plant a seed 

d) The flowers grow into fruit with seeds inside. 

e) Then the seedling grows into a tree  

 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0p6Lwg6zJAhXGog4KHVl3AvEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reddit.com%2Fr%2Fgifs%2Fcomments%2F36zpil%2Fimpressive_strength_and_flexibility%2F&bvm=bv.108194040,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNE6SqEHVJ2vyVAwwS1kUim5rqLjpQ&ust=1448556542801963


CLIL science - Life Cycles 

 

MAKE A POSTER 

MAKE A BOOK 



CLIL science lesson 

 Content: understanding life cycles in nature and ordering 

information 

 

 Language input: sequencing words: first, then, finally.  

      There is/are.   It’s got....... Present Simple.  

      Science vocabulary: seed, seedling, tadpole, egg 

 

 ‘Competenze’ developed: ‘Osserva ed interpreta ambienti, 

fatti, fenomeni e produzioni artistiche’ 

 



Information Technology 

 

VOCABULARY FOR PARTS OF COMPUTER 

VOCABULARY FOR FUNCTIONS OF COMPUTER  

DEVELOPING LITERACY SKILLS 

SIMPLE PROJECT WORK USING INTERNET 



Primary Teaching Files 1-2-3 



Primary Teaching Files 1-2-3 



Primary Teaching Files 1-2-3 



Primary Teaching Files 4-5 



CLIL IT Lesson – Research Project 

 Content: researching and writing information about a 

famous person 

 Language input: question forms, present simple 3rd person, 

descriptions 

 ‘Competenze’ developed: ‘usa con  consapevolezza le 

tecnologie della comunicazione per ricercare e analizzare date 

e informazioni’ 



Geography  

COUNTRIES 

DIRECTIONS AND COMPASS POINTS 

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES 

WEATHER AND CLIMATE 

 



Our Discovery Island  

Level 4 



Our Discovery Island  

Level 4 



Our Discovery Island  

Level 4 



CLIL Geography Lesson 

 Content: extreme weather 

 Language input: vocabulary for hurricanes: storm, windy, 

rainy, wet, eye. Structures: there are, there is, present simple 

 ‘Competenze’ developed: ‘usa con  consapevolezza le 

tecnologie della comunicazione per ricercare e analizzare date e 

informazioni’ 



Informazioni utili 
 

 

• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno inviati via e-mail 

 

• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente le istruzioni per  

    scaricare, dal sito Pearson, i materiali presentati oggi  

 
 
 

 

 

 



Prossimi appuntamenti 

 

 

 

Giovedì 3 dicembre 

Dal "tu mi insegni" al "noi impariamo“ 
Riflessioni e spunti operativi per una didattica efficace in 

classi multilivello e complesse. 

Relatore: Vincenzo Ruta  

 

 



Spazio Scuola Primaria 
 il portale per i docenti della Scuola primaria 

Contenuti disciplinari  

Esercitazioni e materiali  

Approfondimenti 

Consigli di lettura  

Formazione e 
aggiornamento 

http://www.pearson.it/scuola-primaria 



Pearson Academy su Facebook 

Seguiteci su Facebook! 
 

Potrete restare aggiornati sui 
prossimi appuntamenti di 

formazione, ricevere articoli, 
approfondimenti, notizie sulla 
scuola in Italia e nel mondo, e 

molto altro.  
E potrete naturalmente condividere 

quello che vi piace o lasciare 
commenti.  

  

Pagina Fan 
“Pearson Academy – Italia” 



Thank you for your attention! 


